TROOP 205

MARCH 2008 NEWSLETTER
Ver. 1, Efft M 3-10-08

Welcome to Troop 205 monthly newsletter. Andy Sayles is your new master of the printed word. In
addition, to the newsletter, I will also become an Asst Scoutmaster to help out with the patrols.

There are changes coming to the newsletter and its distribution, which will be of overall benefit to the troop:;
however, as with any changes some folks will not be happy. I do wish to hear from anyone who has any
complaints, suggestions, inputs, comments, etc. My contact information is at the bottom of the newsletter.
I'm a big supporter of KISS; Keep It Simple Stupid; so this is being done in MS Word 2003 so everyone
should be able to open it when it comes electronically.

Changes:

1} Current month newsletters will be available at each troop meeting for scouts to bring home and parents to
come and get during the month. Scouts will be reminded that ‘Trustworthy’ is one of the 12 points and they
need to earn trust by ensuring they pick-up and give to their parents a copy of the current monthly newsletter.
2) Newsletter will be posted to the troop web site.

3) Newsletter will be sent via email to those parents and scouts who already have a current email address on
file with troop or that supply Paul Sidney or myself with a valid email address. If you change your email,
PLEASE give Paul or myself your new email address to update.

4) Newsletter will NOT be sent via US Postal Service to your homes. Exception to this rule will be those
who fill out a form (available troop meeting 3-10-08) and return completed form to Paul or myself. This is
being done to save on expense, time, paper and associated waste.

5) I will be gathering the information and creating the newsletter so any & all concerns with the newsletter
should be direct to me. Paul will be sending the newsletter out electronically and doing any US Postal
service mailings once I email him the newsletter. Paul has agreed to do this as he has the email lists and
other necessary items already created and sees no reason for me to duplicate the effort and services.

WELCOME TO NEW SCOUTS:

Aaron Sayles: From Pack 161 in Mattawan. Earned Bobcat, Wolf, Bear, Webelos and Arrow of Light.
Plays KOHA travel ice hockey, has multiple pets (wants MORE!), enjoys school, knives and such and really
wants to attend Philmont.

Peter Sosulski: From Pack 256 @ Winchell Elem in Kalamazoo. Earned Bobcat, Wolf, Bear, Webelos and
Arrow of Light. Excitedly looking forward to campouts and going Kayaking with the troop. He has 5
animals and loves talking about them, please ask Peter about his animal stories.

Alex Wallace: From Pack 256 @ Winchell Elem in Kalamazoo. Started as a Webelos and eamed his Bobcat
and Webelos, so he is still fairly new to the scouting world. Likes to use his fire-making skills and loves to
discuss strategies” on electronic games. Please, look-up Alex for a lively discussion on electronic video

games.

Andy Savles {Adult Leader}: Dad of Aaron. Served as a Pack 161 Den Leader for 4 years (Wolf — Webelos
IT) as well as Summer Camp Chair, Asst Popcorn Chair and heavily involved in the Pinewood Derby for 4
years. I come from a scouting family as my Dad (Eagle) and both of my older brothers were scouts and
involved in scouting as various levels. I reached Life before I became a founding member of the first Sea
Scout unit in our council.




UPCOMING EVENTS:

March 17 Troop Meeting activity —- MOVIE night, see Welcome table for movie title sign-up sheet.
March 24 Parents Meeting, ALL Parents are Strongly encouraged to attend, let your voice be heard!!!

April 4-6 Campout @ Rota-Kwain with Saturday trip to G.R. Ford Mueseum and Craigs Cruisers. Cost
$25. trip to G.R. is open to Family and friends.

May 10 Cedar Point, please see Welcome table for sign-up sheet if interested, space available. Open to
friends and family.

May 16-18 ~ Campout @ Yankee Springs (REQUIRED ATTENDANCE FOR TENN HIGH ADV TRIP).
This is a joint activity with Troop 171 so scouts can get to know each other prior to Tennessee trip. Hiking
will be done at this campout. See Welcome table for sign-up & information sheets.

June 29 — July 5 Summer camp (@ Camp Pioneer, Ohio. Please see Welcome table for sign-up sheet.

July 12-20  Troops 205 & 171 High Adventure trip in Tennessee. TRIP IS FULL, we are taking names
for waiting list. Please see Welcome table for sign-up sheet.

OTHER IMPORTANT ITEMS:

1.) A parent sub-committee (Paul Sidney-Chair, Bill Pedersen, Thad Bishop, Andy Vorbrich, Andy Sayles)
has been formed to research buying a new 15 passenger van and trailer. This is at Paul Sidney’s request. If
you wish to join committee (see Paul) or have any pertinent input for the group to consider, please contact
one of the committee members with that information.

2.) Please use the email address of scoutmaster@troop205bsa.org to comunicate Troop business to Paul
Sidney. He is phasing out the yahoo.com address. As always you may call him at 269.352.2373 if you have
any question as well.

3.) Please remember to fill out a Parent Informed Consent Form and turn it in with your Deposit when
signing up for an event! They are availible at the Welcome table or from the Troop website
www.troop205bsa.com

Yours in Scouting

Andy Sayles

Email: asaylesS(@sbcglobal.net
Home Ph: 269.375.2134

P.S. Best way to communicate with me is via email, second is phone, third see me at troop meeting.






